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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOMEMAK^-S  1  GHAT 


Tuesday,  April  18,  1939 


Subject;     "QU3STIOKS  AND  AMSWSKS.  »    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant  Quarantine,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Questions  up  for  answer  today  are  about  the  insects  that  worry  good  house- 
keepers. For  the  usual  spring  crop  of  letters  is  coming  in — letters  about  carpet 
boetles  and  clothes  moths,  ants  and  cockroaches,  and  all  the  other  familiar  house 
pests. 

But  before  I  start  answering  any  of  these  questions,  I'd  like  to  remind  you 
once  again  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  free  leaflets  on  each  ore  of  the 
common  household  insects.     If  moths  are  your  problem  right  now,  you  are  welcomo  to 
the  Department  leaflet  on  clothes  moths.     Cr  if  cockroaches  are  running  :. round  your 
kitchen,  you  can  send  for  the  leaflet  on  cockroaches.     If  ants  have  started  a  line 
of  march  tovard  your  sugar  bowl,  you  can  have  the  leaflet  on  house  ants.    And  so 
on.    Each  of  these  leaflets  tells  you  in  words  -and  pictures  how  to  recognize  the 
insect,  what  its  habits  are,  and  how  to  get  rid  of  it.     Government  entomologists 
vho  have  spent  years  studying  these  pests  have  prepared  these  leaflets  to  give  you 
the  latest  and  most  reliable  information  about  them  and  tell  you  the  most  effective 
n-id  economical  remedies  for  them.    All  you  have  to  do  to  get  this  printed  help  is 
to  send  a  postcard  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  asking  for 
the  leaflet  on  the  particular  insect  that  happens  to  be  bothering  you.    he  sure  to 
orlte  your  name  and  address  plainly  on  the  postcard. 

Now  let's  trice  up  the  questions.     The  first  one  ccmea  from  a  housekeeper  who 
Sr-ys  she  has  just  had  a  "disgusting  shock.11    She  writes;     "When  I  was  cleaning  the 
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attic  the  other  day,  I  opened  an  old  trunk  and  found  it  'alive  and  crawling'  with 
some  small  brown  fuzzy  insects  that  had  been  eating  the  clothes  in  the  trunk.  They 
had  eaten  wool  and  silk  dresses  and  a  feather  hat.     They  had  even  eaten  away  some 
of  the  cloth  lining  of  the  trunk.     Yv'hat  are  those  insects  and  how  can  I  get  rid  of 
them?" 

Answer;     The  insects  you  describe  are  undoubtedly  carpet  beetles,  sometimes 
called  "buffalo  moths."    They  are  not  moths  but  true  beetles,  though  they  choose  the 
same  foods  that  clothes  moths  do  and  most  of  the  same  remedies  are  effective  against 
them.    The  hairy  or  fuzzy  forms  you  saw  are  the  larvae  which  do  the  feeding  on  car- 
ets and  woolens,  furs,  feathers,  bristles  and  silk.    Later  on  they  change  to  adult 
carpet  beetles.    You  can  use  either  napthalone  flakes  or  paradichlorobenzene  cry- 
tals  to  kill  all  the  insects  in  the  trunk.    Use  about  one  pound  of  flakes  or  cry- 
tals  for  each  10  cubic  feet  of  space  in  the  trunk.    Then  seal  all  the  cracks  in  the 
ItrurJc  so  the  fumes  which  the  napthalene  or  paradichlorobenzene  give  off  as  they 
evaporate  will  not  escape.    Those  fumes,  if  sufficiently  concentrated,  will  kill  all 
stages  of  the  carpet  beetle. 

If  the  insects  have  escaped  from  the  trunk  to  the  rest  of  the  house,  you  may 
have  to  have  your  house  fumigated.    The  carpet  beetle  leaflet  will  give  you  advice 
on  fumigating  and  on  all  other  good  methods  of  control. 

The  second  question  is  about  ants.     "Please  tell  me,"  writes  another  house- 
life—    "please  tell  me  what  to  do  about  an  ant  hill  that  is  ruining  the  looks  of 
*f  front  lawn? " 

Answer:     Take  a  sharp-pointed  stick  or  the  handle  of  your  broom  and  poke 
Mies  aoout  a  foot  apart  and  a  few  inches  deep  in  the  ant  hill.     Into  each  hole 
P°ur  2  or  3  tablespoons  of  carbon  disulphide.     Then  close  the  holes  by  pushing  the 
•°U  hack,    if  the  ant  hill  is  very  large,  make  deeper  holes  and  pour  in  more  carbon 
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disulphide.    Be  sure  that  the  liquid  goes  in  below  the  roots  of  the  grass  so  that 
it  won*t    '"ill  the  grass. 

Carbon  bisulphide  is  a  liquid  which  you  can  "buy  at  the  drug  store.  It 
evaporated  and  forms  a  gas  that  is  heavier  than  air  so  will  sink  down  into  the  soil 
and  into  cracks  and  kills  the  ants.    Because  the  gas  is  explosive  and  inflammable 
you  have  to  use  carbon  disulphidc  with  the  greatest  care.    Never  use  it  near  a 
lighted  match  or  cigarette  or  any  other  flam^. 

Now  here's  another  ant  question;     "What  can  I  do  about  ants  that  are  crawl- 
.:.  -  .11  over  my  kitchen?    Y/ill  an  insect  spray  keep  them  away?" 

Answer;     The  ordinary  sprays  on  the  market,  made  of  kerosene  oil  and  pyre- 
thrum,  nay  keep  ants  away  and  will  kill  any  that  the  oily  spray  actually  hits.  But 
spriying  is  not  a  sure  remedy.    As  long  as  there  are  more  ants  in  the  nest  to  take 
the  places  of  those  that  hove  boon  killed,  the  arts  will  probably  still  keep  visit- 
Iflg  your  kitchen.    The  best  way  t  o  deal  with  ants  is  to  find  the  nest  or  colony  and 
destor."  it  with  carbon  disulphidc  or  boiling  water.    But  very  of  tor  you  can't 
locate  or  reach  the  nest.     Then  try  sodium  fluoride  powder.     Bust  it  .along  window 
sills,  drainboerds,  foundations,  end  wherever  ants  crawl.    Sodium  fluoride  is  easy 
to  apply  and  cheap  and  usually  very  effective.    But  it  is_  poisonous .     So  take  care 
keep  it  away  from  food  and  out  of  reach  of  children  and  pets. 

Ants  are  usually  drawn  to  the  kitchen  by  food.     So  one  good  way  to  dis- 
rage  them  is  to  keep  all  food  in  insect-proof  containers  and  keep  drainboards , 
3or,  shelves,  tables,  drawers  and  cracks  clean,  so  the  ants  will  find  nothing  to 
ist  on. 

Once  more.     If  you  a.ro  troubled  by  any  household  pest  and  want  reliable 
formation  or.  the  best  methods  of  dealing  with  it,  ..rite  to  the  Department  of 
jriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  ,  for  the  leaflet  on  that  particular  insect. 
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